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During my last trip to Israel I heard 
something that I had never heard of 
before. I learned that ancient Jewish 
sages believed the Temple Mount in 
Jerusalem was the exact location of the 
Garden of Eden. They believed that 
man was created by God right on top of 
what is now the temple mount. Rabbi 
Chaim Richman, chief rabbi of the Temple Institute in Jerusalem, explains that Jewish 
sages over the centuries believed that the tree of knowledge of good and evil was located 
where the temple altar was placed, and that it was in the exact location of the Holy of 
Holies. 


I thought long and hard about this and wondered how such a theory could ever have been 
developed. It seems weird to us because we have always been told that Eden was in 
Mesopotamia, somewhere between the Tigris and the Euphrates in what is modern Iraq. I 
began to think about the Garden of Eden and how magnificent it must have been to walk 
and talk with God in the garden. Then, imagine for a moment the loss that Adam and 
Eve felt when they were banished from the garden to never again enjoy that intimacy and 
conversation with the their Creator. 


I believe that ever since that day, mankind has tried to get back to the garden. We long to 
be in that place where there is no more sorrow and no more pain. We long to be in that 
place where we can live in peace and enjoy basking in the presence of God with Him 
knowing us by name and with Him having sweet fellowship with us. Many movies have 
been made where people are trying to get back to that place where all is wonder and all is 
well. Dorothy knows that if she can just get to Oz that the Wizard will give her the 
wisdom she needs to get back home. She knows that it must be somewhere just over the 
horizon, "Somewhere Over the Rainbow." Perhaps this theory of the Temple Mount 
arose because after so long a pause after Eden, the Temple Mount was the eventual place 
where God wanted to dwell among His people. "And let them make Me a sanctuary, that 
I may dwell among them.” (Exodus 25:8 NKJV). To the Jewish mind, if God were there 
living among His people, that had to be the Garden of Eden. In the New Testament, there 
is paradigm shift and the believer is the sanctuary, the temple where the Holy Spirit of 
God resides. 


Today's Torah portion is entitled Terumah. Terumah is a word with no real English 
equivalent. In the Torah, terumah refers to a certain type of offering dedicated to the 
Temple, like a tithe or first fruits offering.' In reality it is about living in full awareness 
of God's presence. Terumah literally means "a portion," "to sanctify," and "to lift up". It 
is about a presenting a sacrifice. 


Please stand in honor of God's word as we read from this morning's Torah portion. 


“1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: ? Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring 
Me an offering. From everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My 
offering. * And this is the offering which you shall take from them: gold, silver, and 
bronze; * blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair; 5 ram skins dyed red, 
badger skins, and acacia wood; ° oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for 
the sweet incense; ’ onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate. 

8 And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. ° According to all that 
I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just 
so you shall make it.” (Exodus 25:1-9 NKJV). 


This Torah portion starts with the 

Paton OU, lela” contributions God asks his children to 

~ bring to create the Mishkan (The 
Tabernacle) and then later of course the 

| Machon HaMikdash (The Temple). I 
think it is most interesting that the 
qualification to bring an offering to the 
Lord is that the donor had to bring it 
"willingly with his heart". God tells them 
that the measure of their sacrifice is the 
condition of their hearts. Do you realize 
that that is the exact same requirement of 
our giving as believers today? Paul the Apostle wrote the Corinthian church telling them. 
"6 But this Z say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, 
not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make 
all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
have an abundance for every good work." (2 Corinthians 9:6-8 NKJV). 


I think the Lord desires for us to each ask ourselves, 
"Do I sow bountifully? Do I give cheerfully 
without seeing it as a burdensome duty?" It is 
always a wonder to me how people will spend $100 
on themselves and feel like it is nothing, yet they 
will give $100 to God's work and see it as a huge 


1 https://torahclub.ffoz.org/torah-portions/ 


gift. Let's move on, however, as this is not the main focus of this portion. 


God then said to take these gifts and "make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among 
them." God desired to live among His people and He gave specific instructions. I often 
hear people say that they don't like "organized religion." I don't think there was any 
system of faith more structured and "organized" than the system that God set forth which 
included specifications and instructions to the Jews of how to worship Him. What is 
required is not that we worship God in a disorganized way, but rather that our worship be 
true. One thousand two hundred years later Jesus would say to the Samaritan woman, 


“AWoman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor 
in Jerusalem, worship the Father. ?? You worship what you do not know; we know what 
we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. 7? But the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such 
to worship Him. 74 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called 
Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.”*°Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 
you am He.” (John 4:21-26 NKJV). 


The Torah portion now turns to The Ark of the 
Covenant, also called the Ark of Testimony, 
which is one of the most fascinating articles in 
the Temple. Movies have been made about the 
Ark and about its possible super powers and 
uses. Of all the articles to be used in the 
temple worship, only the Ark is in the plural 
form. In Hebrew it is called Aron which 
derives from the word for light; hence the plural "lights." Perhaps God gave it a plural 
name to denote the fullness of Himself and His testimony that is contained therein. It is 
the only temple article that is a receptacle of something. The Bible describes it as having 
two Bade Ha Aron (staves) that are instructed to remain in the gold rings on the sides at 
all times. Notice that they are made of wood. In trying to explain the deadly nature of 
touching the Ark, some Jewish scholars have pointed out that the wooden staves would 
create insulation from some sort of electricity that must have been generated by the Ark. 
I believe that it was the presence of Almighty God who commanded that none should 
touch this receptacle without consequence of death. God could have used electricity or 
anything He wanted to use to make it deadly. 


Spiritually, the Ark was the manifestation of God's physical presence on earth (the 
shekhina glory). When God spoke with Moses in the Tent of Meeting in the desert, He 
did so from between the two Cherubs Ha Cherubim. (Numbers 7:89). Once the Ark was 
moved into the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle, and later into the Temple, it was 
accessible only once a year, and then, only by one person. On Yom Kippur (the Day of 


Atonement), the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) could enter the Holy of Holies to ask 
forgiveness for himself and for all the nation of Israel (Lev 16:2). 2 


Interestingly all of the other articles listed in this portion have something to do with the 
avodah (work, worship, service) to be performed by the attendants. But the Ark was all 
about God. It required no real performance on the part of man. There was NOTHING 
that man was to do concerning the Ark, but to stand before it and hear from God and to 
obey. To me, that is a picture of grace. It really is all about God. We should be willing 
to stand before Him in the spirit in order to listen, learn, and take our direction from Him; 
and then to respond in obedience. That actually was what was done by the Israelites. 
God's presence in and through the Ark revealed His desired direction for the people. At 
one time man stood in the tabernacle or sanctuary before that Ark to receive instruction. 
In God's ultimate plan men and women are to become that sanctuary itself, indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit of God and directed in such a way so that our lives are presented as a living 
sacrifice that is holy and acceptable to God. God showed us a tabernacle in which He 
wished to dwell to show us, in time, that we are that tabernacle in which He dwells. Not 
only are we the tabernacle in which He dwells, but we are wonderfully and masterfully 
made. We are His ultimate workmanship. 


My thoughts on the Table of Showbread and the Golden Menorah 
(lampstand) will have to come at a future teaching. That is what is so 
wonderful about the Word of God. My son Alex once described it as 
being like an onion. You may peel one meaning back only to be 
confronted with another meaning and another application for whatever 
circumstance you find yourself in at that next moment. 


So how do we wrap this all up today and what is the application? 


1) Giving - Just like God desired for His people to bring willingly what they could to 
build a house for Him, so too He calls on each of us to give to His work on earth "not 
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7 NKJV). There 
exists an economy in the Kingdom of God which says that those who sow bountifully 
will reap bountifully. 


2) Temple - Just like God desired to dwell in a physical place in the Tabernacle and 
the Temple, He now desires to take up residence in our hearts. Paul the Apostle clearly 
explained this in his letter to the church in Corinth, "1? Or do you not know that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you 
are not your own? 7° For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your spirit, which are God’s." (1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NKJV). 


3) Direct Access and Fellowship - In the Temple, God was approached at the Ark 
with the blood of sacrifices. Now we do not approach Him with the blood of animals, but 


2 http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-ark-of-the-convenant 


we approach Him covered in the precious blood of Jesus. The blood of that supreme and 
totally sufficient sacrifice is applied to us upon our belief in it, and our acceptance of 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. 


"19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 7° by a 
new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His 

flesh, 24 and having a High Priest over the house of God, ? let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and 
our bodies washed with pure water. ? Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful." (Hebrews 10:19-23 NKJV). 


4) Belief is Required - God asks us to respond in belief. Abraham believed the 
promises of God and it was counted to him as righteousness. We are to do the very same 
thing. When we respond with but the faith of a mustard seed, we become His. Once we 
are His, He promises to give us the gift of the Holy Spirit within us to guide us, convict 
us, comfort us, and run along side of us attending to our needs. Make a decision today to 
claim Jesus as your Savior and Lord. 


5) Respond by Allowing Him to Build You into His Sanctuary - The way we walk in 
obedience is to live our lives as a living sacrifice to Him. That is sanctification. The 
Bible tells us, "...present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 

is your reasonable service. ? And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:1-2 NKJV). 


We started our study this morning contemplating the loss that Adam and Eve felt when 
they were banished from the garden to never again enjoy that intimacy and conversation 
with their Creator. It was their sin that caused the separation. It was our own sin that 
likewise caused our own separation from Him. In the time of the Exodus, God was 
experienced physically through a temple made with hands. It was all designed by the 
Master Architect of the Universe. He is the same God that desires now to take each of us 
and make us His very "workmanship" as we read last week in Ephesians. "1° For we are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them." (Ephesians 2:10 NKJV). You see, He really 
does have a way for us to get back to the Garden. Decide today to let God make you His 
Sanctuary. 


Let us pray. 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor Faber McMullen may be reached by email at 

uniongrove362 @ gmail.com or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868. 
Tel: 936-825-1227 (Edited and proofed by Amanda Fryday - Webster, Texas.) 


